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with Genro Yamagata before I came over here. What shall we do?"
"Oh! What did Genro Yamagata say?"
"He was of the opinion that the matter must be made known to
the public—"
"That's what I think, too. Issue bulletins regarding every change of
his condition. Does my brother, Tokudaiji, know?"
"Yes, Premier, Prince Tokudaiji has been at the Emperor's bedside
since midnight."
"I shall go to the Palace immediately.—May I ride with you?"
In one of the halls of the Imperial Palace there were assembled the
worried Genros, the court dignitaries and high government officials
who had been.informed that the Emperor's end was near.
When Premier Saionji and Tokudaiji returned there from the Sov-
ereign's bedside, Privy Council President Yamagata approached Saionji.
Gazing at each other, they shook their heads sadly and sat down side
by side. Tokudaiji and the Imperial Household Minister joined them.
The Field Marshal said in a low voice: "In spite of all human
efforts and the desire of his fifty million subjects, as the days go by
his condition becomes gradually worse. Throughout the country at
the Shinto shrines, Buddhist temples, Christian churches and other
religious institutions, and in their homes, the Nipponese, in their be-
loved Emperor's behalf, continue to offer the most heart-felt prayers
to the superhuman power—" He swallowed hard and added:
"Day and night, since the first announcement of His Majesty's grave
illness was made public on July 20, the great square before the Im-
perial Palace has been filled with hundreds of thousands of people
from the city and from the countryside around the Capital They
kneel reverently on the lawn and bow low, their foreheads touching
the ground in prayer for his speedy recovery."
Looking at the Premier with tearful eyes, Yamagata resumed: "We
must be prepared for the worst!" Then he turned to the Imperial
Household Minister and the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal. "Should
the worst come—is everything ready?"
The Imperial Household Minister replied: "Yes, Genro Yamagata.
Without delay Crown Prince Yoshihito as the New Sovereign will
succeed to the throne, should the necessity arise. Chief of Rituals,
Iwakura, is here. You, the President of the Privy Council, Premier
Saionji, Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal Tokudaiji, the members of the

